2o8              THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

The trick succeeded more completely than it deserved to do,
Omichtmd carried through his bargain, and Meer Jaffir was
induced to betray the Nabob, and promised to bring over at
least 3,000 of his master's cavalry.

By some means or other the news of this corning treachery
reached the ears of Surajah Dowlah, and he took the precau-
tion of surrounding his General's house with troops, while with
more-energy than usual he prepared for war. Meer Jaffir's
heart seemed to have failed him at the last moment, and he
tried to disarm Surajah Dowlah's suspicions by protesting his
fidelity. The Nabob was fully convinced that his powerful
lieutenant was in league with the enemy, but he could not
overcome his cowardice, and his terror was so great that he
pretended to believe these false assurances of friendship.

Now Clive threw off all disguise, and, sending word to Meer
Jaffir to hold himself in readiness, advanced rapidly with his
army to Plassey. The monsoon had set in, and they had to
march through a torrent of rain. They trudged through thick
mud, and several times had to wade through water up to their
waists, so that it was difficult to keep their powder dry. After
a weary march they reached Plassey, and Clive halted hi front
of a mango grove outside the village. As the army was taking
up its position the sounds of military music were borne upon
the breeze. It was a warning that the enemy was close
at hand.

On the following day the Nabob was first to advance to the
attack. He was confident in the strength of his great army,
as well he might have been, for against dive's i, 100 Europeans,
2,000 sepoys, and 8 field-pieces, he had 35,000 foot-soldiers,
15,000 horse, and 53 guns. These last-named weapons were
dragged in advance of his battalions by long teams of white
oxen, and pushed from behind by great elephants. But as the
great mass of animals and men came on, dive's gunners, in
the shelter of the mango-grove, poured in a well-directed fire,
that broke the enemy's ranks and sent them back in quick
retreat to their entrenched camp, where, having, had enough